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INTRODUCTION 

In >he autumn of !961 it became clear that (he Government! of the 
United Kingdom, '.he United Slates, Fr«nc« and the Federal German 
Republic would not find it easy ir- reach agreement on the method! to be 
idopted in .iindling the Berlin crisis. 

It hao been amnged that meeting! would be held in November 
between ?reiidenl Kennedy tnd Dr. Adenauer ind between 
Mr. MacmilUn and President de Gaulle. la * telephone conversation 
on 27th October, Mr. Mucinillan and President Kennedy agreed that it 
might be desirable for (hem to meet thereafter; and the President suggested 
a meeting in December, possibly in Bermuda On 3rd December 
President Kennedy proposed, through the United Kingdom Ambassador 
in Washington, that this meeting should tike plsce in Bermuda on 
21st and 22nd December. Mr Macmillan agreed, and a public 
announcement was made on the following day. 




*$ 




■ Krecmem worlc I He (rath of l>ie mutter w»j (hat Adoul* w.< 

ibein. WtroTp. by :;^'^nc?-S^\dm"",'r^ ( '° '"" " Wp,,cin " 



• statement on the* line.. Mr. MaemiZ "££ "" C ° n8 ° * nd ,ben iMU,n « 

Bermuda, 

2 hi December, mi. 



RECORD OF A MEETING AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE BERMUDA 
ON THURSDAY, 11,1 DECEMBER, 1961," T4p,™' 



Preient: 

UNfTBD KlNODOM 

Tru Right Hon. Harold Macmillan. 

Th« Right Hon. the Earl of Horns 
The Right Hon. Sir Divkl Ormiby 
Gore ' 

The Right Hon. Sir Nornun Brook 
Sir Evelyn Shuclcburgh 
Mr. A. C. I. Samuel 



United States 
President Kennedy 
Mr Dean Ruik 
Mr. David Bruce 
Mr. McO. Bundy 
Mr. Charlei Bohlen 
Mr. William Tyler 



AmhZ'lfcl'fZ"" 1 ' M A d / h il it WM hi » in,ention »»»•« «he United SUtei 
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..» ... u <j. u ....<> , u wmraer on wnai tu 
the matter and, iccondly, what proced 
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instance and en procedure Imle pr04reu would ^ ^ P« sh « d f 

as well. ° 0Vernmen ' wer < >"««wted .nd that he w« prepared ,o I.Ik abou t "him 
inurnu^l"^ / Cen "'i y ,5kCd Whe,h,:r '« would be *■« , fl; „„, lh , 

. . ^ ord H?me i.fd thai on (he sub.tance of the mailer ih m «, r ,ce *. pUb "- 
first, tome <fc /o«o recognition of the DDR ■ \tZ\ ™ ." ,0 ^ « ecur «J: 
N««e line; third, our occupation riihii-. ^fA:,^.K , .- r 'f t ni '' on of ,he <*««- 
end the Federal RepubwT I* fa ? M oS un.^ r£t,/ l,nlc, ** tween West Berli " 
could not jive them up , but Vi "iSmTkSH m ?«$ | U *"' c ? ncerned ' we cbviu "»>> 

ih« it ( <v« the Soviet Gov^meSiM^f,i.t,.Jf,t hould b f ,,m,led '" •""« or 
should not. for inst.nc* . b^ K a Xt to , ™.X h - u , 1 ,n W ?' Berlin Th «X 
^^^••idthattheTm^hfb^wnJ^bilKo r kiln re01 " ' n! ° Welt Ber,in 
in the backpound while no! deparHnff^n oir d«i m ^K Ur 0CCU| "'' " ''**<* 
our presence, and the Ruisleni XlLtt. !' , J ey w<r f i he bt,to ° f 
raisin, the question of their origin fie Iho^fht th.Mh. r ° f m 'W"» without 
of brlnjin. , h , qylWion ef f ™«'£ j"J h0 »« h « ««» Li h ?u° ern, « M «»W&ed the Me. 
They wouTd be more likely tocSEtt ZEEtoSZ iv.' W " .T^"" 1 . ,0 Ber!ln - 
of «n ;ll-<3erman settlement. ^otw™^ ^ ^ ln , ,he '""wwork 
the pder-Nelsse line, one of which Zl? to .« ft., of J ormu, , , f for ««•«»« *"h 
weatern frontier of Poland. LordHomtnid that .™h„ C W °^ ,d ""I* " M « h « 
recognise it m the eastern front*, o a 'un ifed r!rT. ' »' l V ly ,h,t *« *°«' d 
•hat what the Russian, wanted wa .firm «.£? TJ^/r"''"" *i' m " / >' "« 
whether they would be latiifled with foiTulae o? ihk k^ Hf'TI 5 '^ doub,ed 
line: they were also interested in the Station lini d -? b ° Ut '£' M"'"*** 
Germany. Lord Home said that Dr StiH,«h?i .«J S' b *i ww J Emi » nd West 
..id that he himself was wHI n» to i£$ t L ^6d« n^Z',-* 1 ? r AdeMUM h « d 
not say to n public Mr ffuA ..i!<Th^. !u* ua « r - N «»«« line bu that he could 

Ger m . y nah.d P ,o b, p T.^ r ,nlfbid i fo h «&™^ ^ '? ^ ' h ^» 
anxious not to waste it. eii-uerman settlement and they were 

theRu,:?.^^^ he thouih, 

:i e h»o Ul ?w. h , ou,d ,ry *»*" P 2^^ 

without commitmenfin which ^ftft ^fc^"^ ift W? 
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m ihu way « p„( <rn f view. wouM £ bS9?S . * JV M Gov <™*« tnd 
««£, ih. *l emtn u or an ^'"K^^ ™™«* be tbto «o 

•ho proton" or ^XI^nE* a^""". ^^^"^ould conduct 
thought that Mr. Tf.omp.on .hot ,ld h.w Shi^S^Sf d t n ? ,,id . he, P- ^ "<>«2 
£°b*rtl would be available and ft wu^nTfcrtl^.. & ** L h °"f '" be » ! - Sir Frank 
J»w««M*r««i«rfy!houghlih« whTtaM -tEL "•fKroir would be inactive^ 
U would b« difflcttlt for him io £ «i'I^ p,on !! ,,,,,,COBduet,,l «wlyWkJ 
wu approached. Thii would tin iilS G?m^i, U ,h * ,ub,t « nc « of the matter 
MrBoMm ihought ihtt so Ion j u Mr tESS!^* op P° r!uni! y » "™ke difficulties 
of £h« working; paper agreed byleW plwe^ " £ per,led wi,hin ,h « f"ra«work 
po.nl, wh,ch were noc .greed by the Four Powrr, four P 01 "" wcre J u " ,h « 

A/V. flo/iV/t ihought that if it came to * «,,„,*. i =• 
Germant rmght rot want to take p« rt ,„ d c,,V^' ,n A "T "*" Minuter,, the 

«he We« o«,ru« with u, the Ruui.S, wSufc? br'ngf S l'te E«.' Sam' *' hld 



™^^ Wwotf'plSir^ Prob^ing ,„. 

wvere.gnly of the DDR. At Sh dm^i Mr ■?? ° ° ' ,lh ,bout rec o*™ing Ihe 
Rob.ru and Hen Kroll to .a. •^K^^J^'* " <"<&[ consult Sir F%nk 



lub feci of »w —"r "•■* mi. mon 

Roberts and Herr Kroll to tee wh«h« an ^.ZaT^ mi « ht consul1 Sir F%nk 
O this ff, Ev<lyn -W^Cg/Tdid no « ?hi^ fh. ° rmU '* CCU,d "* found '" "3/ 
formulae for eacfi separate element • "hi poh,,, ^.H? 1 ""^ wou,d «» f °"" d on 
TeSaSr ' *"« -« ^ ^^ fi'^V-^^Affl 

German,. Wr /r,,,,,, J* w ***«* HrtMh.. 7hf n Wh . lch W0U L d inc,ude «•• 
Mr Thomson to lake the le.d In tTiewobLli.hQ n Jl' ^"P ,hould be for 
he p,ng where ihey could. Mr. BoM^ob^n^ ?„.,7h\ n r- Robw H ? nd He " Kroll 

[he French and the German/. cVancT «l^,m n i. • He t WM ,nx,ou * not to give 
beta, conducted by ih. Angl^'xo^or did^h^A' Ti L hit ,h « " hol « »!>ing wu 
■o undefined responsibility' SToZth^lh', *".?,£?£'■" w,m ,0 ««7 'ton. 

Fore,,n M.ni.ier. or po«ibly .v,„ f HeldTof o^veJ^i'nu' *' lhM ,h '" ° f 

"•r^*^ 1 *^^ - 



ncre wu anxiety and teruion Anrf v,. ^. V! . I V P refen « 
Fint. it wu a fact that E..i fi:™A„'!!?.'?5 n, •. T 1 "* muit b« based on facti: 



«. would r P rob.bfe«,h;,7™ drvi n h L huiiM( ^v ,he p f °«p^ 

™™i« we must make alpTacticTatr^mVn her i 1 wou,d •>« • unitedGe, 
Firat, it wu a fact lhat Eut Germany flEEd i, Tl ", mu,t ta bMed on facu. 

•£ d .*°, nduct<d •V««- K « l « "»««• with II ! ThiFideW^n, K^", Cer J" ,n y « ,!l » , « d 
ha e,|«ence of Eail Germany and dealt wi'h iT« . ?3 ub c : ,,r !, ,d , y "win'^ 

•ha, ,n We,, Ber.ln an^d .ntendej Sty iVer*..^. SV.b^to' £3 
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* new formulj to ronveri ™„ ~~ I3 

toon, derive from o^^n^r,'^''^ * ,ru "- bu < (f >" «™ couid of 
«mce we were in Weit Berlin «,.Tk.,i g . ■ Ruls, «ni muj( «ccew ihi. Th;J 

ii'^M^" 1 he wou,d '*« lo hiv« ■ JS. «f Mr Th <""P«on couW l(y to 

oris! ddr ta XKL *' one ,i > ' ,he »Sn XhiZlZti't: " we de «" """ 

UM ue P«na on whether ih. 



wiiipoon m 

• conference b 
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Mr. Rusk's origin.! Wei h/d b«n rt.J ihTJ? ,h l c 1 0er T <n ? ,nd lhe *«*"■ ^| 

the Germ.™ and ,„. , h * e French should £' o!S5"J !Hm ,h r ,1 ld *?, e L e " t * * i,h 

Mr. Thompson u-ould b« m.king in Macow * ,bpp!emen ' ,he toundmv which 
Bermuda, 

21 tt December, 1961. 



Nuclear Tests 

The record of thii meetin| hu been printed itpar.tely. 
Bermuda, 

2!si December, 1961. 
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Present: 
Un[thd Kinodom ' 

The Right Hon. Hirold Micmillin, ' 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Home 
The Right Hon. Sir Divid Ormiby 

The Right Hon. Sir Norman Brook 
Sir Evelyn Shuckburgh 
Mr. A. C. I. Samuel 



United States 
President Kennedy 
Mr. Dean Rusk 
Mr. David Bruce 
Mr. Charles Bohlen 
Mr. McG. Bundy 
Mr. Willism Tyler 



Berlin 

»&Et£S£&£^^ P-^ed Instruction, 

whereu lh« United Slate drafj envied .„' iJZ" d ,0 ' ,on * Krk * of «»'** 
negotiation. Lord Horn* Midi ha l« wm „« ,h.V*. £ TV .! mor « '«"iil 
be a Ion. drawn out series of talk. : b^w^mu," ?J ™ ^.".'J " " ,,, ,hwe ,hould 
•fter only one talk. Mr. Rusk raMafThi??! i e • hit ,here * M "<>« ■ break 
prob. wi. Intended to eid to HSnferencV " tt!? a, 1,1" S u J ,e c,Mr ,h «« »"• 
Russians would be obliged to «iv« . d/nnSt i„i- ,^ merk * n ' dM w « 'hat the 
certainly did no, want M%* ZXe^Xl" '" "* "^ bul " 9 
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Mk it H'.FM v.ui 
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■ > "<'~" '''■■ 


J 5 U.hM , |..M.M,'l,Mj 
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£? 9r ™ t: ^ -* ™sj^< *rr »*» - «... 

fiHHflnw 

d.KuM.oni for re.chini •rSt v« n!^- m< ? !m8: one w °"'dbe lo «5rrv on 

better for the British end the Amefki„^ . He w ° n <l««d whether it would ^ £2 
Mr. Macmlllan reverted to the nrn m._ # t 
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problem or, ,, ? he '^fflSruS 1 ? 'Z •««'«»*« * •*« Berlin 
cniu that would follow i b^dotn^SStfi«V hou S * Uken ,0 dMl *'* £ 
be po»ibl e ,o jet the G er ™ To "*re?£? n y [*££> TlT* to » » «<*$ 
Mr. Thompson 1 * instructions Perhioi Mr TT?«m ' , yond whl11 WM • reedy k 
proposed but in , he me.nwhii "he AnEricS °E? ^ "i?^ t°»ne.d « w« now 
how f.r they could 10 oo such iubi«S « «? ." e ? r,,uh ,hou,d be thinklai 

Ambuiidori in Bonn to dee) with him ' fw ,he Brui,h » n <l AmVricta 

broujht fnto «h. Kiud meeilny^fij.^^g, "" * kept Wormed b„" »« 

rf-S'o.^ ta^oo. .houM *' 

•hould be thown to the OtmwS.who £Lh A i\ tu « e *, ,ed "*» "»• totrSSoSJ 

.K'" ^^ --M'. J"*to .should redr^ i 

«h« Mr..Thompioi»f probe •IkwI^!^^'^ to ^e^ «•!• fc ^ 
rfck y bre.kdow^T^'&'Si. 1 " "N *"•«« y« to mS 5to 

MinliieT w.7? ;c^,t«,!±, d l !?? fc ?^ «? Mr " Khrushchev", le.ur to the Frim* - '*■ 
which could l»^i? a TO^ik?t^^ , !l l •»* «Wnf ftw rtS3 

a ass i&dSZ^^ 

Mscin illtn e*ree<4 H>>k .ki. .rj i. "' : u ". 1 ."* />*<' mide no titan •> .11 »*. 



S^^rl.tenlnW.^ 
W/irf December, 1961, 



NuclcerTwtj 

The record of this meetinj hu been printed seperitely. 
Bermuda, 

22nd December. 1961. 
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